
 
Little Church                                  April 18, 2021               Third Sunday of Easter  Year B 
 
White cloth and candle.  Butterfly. 
 
(1. Dismissal from the Assembly) 
 
2. Welcome song:    Jesus Lives (# 11 on the CD Children of God) There is a copy of the 
words in the notebook.  This is new to the children but very short and easy.  You might want 
to do it twice instead of just once.   
 
3. Light the candle (white for Easter)   
 
4. Proclamation of the Gospel       Luke 24:35-48    (p. 45 in the lectionary) 

Two disciples who had met Jesus on the road to Emmaus came to tell the others all that happened. They 

told them how they knew it was Jesus when he broke the bread. While they were talking about all of this, 

suddenly Jesus was there and said to them, “Peace be with you!” They were so frightened that they 

thought they were seeing a ghost. But Jesus said to them, “Why are you so frightened and confused? Look 

at my hands and feet. Touch me. A ghost doesn’t have a body like I do. I am really here!” 

 

Even though the disciples were filled with joy and wonder, they still could not believe it. So Jesus said to 

them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” They gave him some cooked fish and he ate it. Then he said to 

them, “Remember all the things that I told you before. Everything that was written in the law of Moses 

and in the prophets and psalms was really talking about me and all that would happen to me.” 

 

And Jesus helped the disciples to understand the Scriptures. He said to them, “It is written that the Christ 

would suffer and die but would rise from the dead on the third day. In his name, everyone must be told 

that their sins are forgiven when they change their lives and believe. You are now witnesses to all of this.”    

5. Reflection:  Young children understand that fear can blind them to many things. When Jesus appeared 

to his disciples after his resurrection, he turned their fear and confusion into faith and sent them to share with 
others the good news of God's love.  

a.  This gospel story happened a few days after Jesus died on the cross.  Can any of 
you remember some things that you heard in this gospel that I just read? (Lead them 
through the story one more time, in their/your own words.) 

b. Can you think of a time when someone appeared "out of the blue," and you didn’t 
expect to see them? What did you do/how did you respond? (I shrieked/couldn’t talk, 
was surprised/etc.) 

c. The disciples couldn’t believe that their unexpected visitor was really Jesus. Why do 
you think they didn’t expect to see Jesus? (They knew that he had died on the cross.) 

d. What did Jesus say when he appeared to the disciples? (“Peace be with you.”)  



e. What did the disciples think they were really seeing, instead of the real Jesus? (They 
thought that they were seeing a ghost.)  

f. What did Jesus do to show them that he wasn't a ghost? (Jesus told the disciples to 
touch him and to look at his hands and feet, and then he ate with them.)  

g. After they shared a meal and Jesus talked with them, what did Jesus tell his 
disciples? (“You are my witnesses.”) 

h. The disciples were no longer confused and afraid. They had seen Jesus alive. So 
Jesus told his friends to go tell everyone how much God loves each one of them.  

 
 
6. Response/Celebration of the scripture message  Teach the children this song to the 
tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb.”  Repeat several times until they have it memorized. 
If you don’t feel comfortable singing it, teach it as a poem.   
 
You shall be my witnesses,  
Witnesses, my witnesses.  
You shall be my witnesses  
To everyone you meet.  
 
Tell them how I lived and died,  
Lived and died, lived and died.  
Tell them how I lived and died;  
And rose to have new life. 
 
Tell them that God loves them so, 
Loves them so, loves them so, 
Tell them all about God’s love 
Everywhere you go. 
 
 
 

7. Creed (NOTE:  We have not used this Creed for a while, until this Easter season.  Have 
the children repeat it line by line, then 2 lines, then 4, then 6.  We will use this throughout the 
Easter season, so they will hear it several times. Just spend a few minutes on it today.) 
 
I believe in God above; 
I believe in Jesus' love.  

I believe that I should be     
Kind and loving, Lord, 
like Thee.  Amen 

 

I believe His Spirit, too, 
Comes to teach me what to do.   



 
8. General Intercessions:  Pass the butterfly around and invite each child to offer a petition 
if they have one.   
 
 

9. Closing prayer   (Sign of the Cross. Hail Mary, full of grace…. 

 

Conclude class by using this Litany:  

 
Leader:     Thank you, God, for raising Jesus to new life. 
Children:  Alleluia. 
Leader:     Thank you, God, for making each of us alive. 
Children:  Alleluia.  
Leader:    Peace be with you! 
Children:   And with your spirit!! 
 
Remind the children to listen during the rest of the Mass for the priest to say, “Peace be with 
you! Then they can respond “And with your spirit!” 

 
 

10. Return to the Assembly with a handout to take home.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
Note to 11 a.m. leaders: Please leave leftover handouts on the table near the chapel so 
other children may take them. 
 

  

 

 

 


