
 
Little Church                                  May 9, 2021            Sixth Sunday of  Easter  Year B 
 
White cloth and candle, Butterfly 
 
(1. Dismissal from the Assembly) 
 
2. Welcome song:    Jesus Lives (# 11 on the CD Children of God) There is a copy of the 
words in the notebook.  This is new to the children but very short and easy.  You might want to 
do it twice instead of just once.   
 
3. Light the candle (white for Easter)  Note: There will also be a Butterfly in the cabinet to 
use on the table today. 
 

4. Proclamation of the Gospel       John 15:9-14, 17   p. 51 in the lectionary 
Jesus said to his disciples, “I love you just as God loves me. Live always in my love. If you keep 
my commandments, you are living in my love. I am telling you this so that you may be 
completely filled with my joy.  This is my commandment—love one another just as I have loved 
you.  There is no greater love than to give your life for your friends. And you are my friends if 
you do what I tell you. The commandment I am giving you is this—love one another.” 
 

5. Reflection:  Note to Leader:  In the Gospel this week, Jesus told his disciples that he 
began the process of loving, and now it would be their turn to follow his example. Since 
we are also followers of Jesus, we must follow his example too.  

a) In the gospel that I just read, there is one certain word that Jesus says a lot of times.  Can you 
think of what that word was?  (Love)   How many times do you think it was in there? (Take 
guesses) 

b) Let’s go back and count them.  I will read the gospel again, and you count how many times 
you hear “Love” or some form of it.  (Re-read gospel and count together) 

c) Jesus says that love is very important—doesn’t he?  Today is Mothers Day and you really love 
your mother – don’t you?  And she loves you.  How does it make you feel to know that your 
mother loves you? (Let them share their ideas about how it feels to be loved.) 

d) Jesus loves you too -- and he wants you to love others as he loved you. How can you show 
the love of Jesus to your mom? Your family?  Other people?  (Brainstorm with the children) 

6. Response/Celebration of the scripture message  Response/Celebration of the 

scripture message : Read this traditional Catholic prayer, the Act of Love, and ask the 
children to come up with gestures to go with it: Some suggestions in parentheses: 

 



O my God     (hands folded in prayer)  
I love you      (hands on heart) 
above all things    arms lifted high)  
with my whole heart and soul,  (hands on heart, then arms opened wide) 
because you are all good   (point outward for you) 
and worthy of all my love.   (hug both arms around self) 
I love my neighbor    (point to the other children) 
as myself     (point to self) 
 for the love of you.    (arms lifted high to God) 
I forgive all who have injured me   (shake hands with those on either side) 
and I ask pardon of those              (hands folded with fingers pointed            
                                                               straight up,  
whom I have injured.                            turn to each other  and bow.) 
                                                           
Amen. 
      
After you go through it the first time, have the children repeat each line after 
you as they perform the gestures. 
 
 

7. Creed 

 
I believe in God above; 
I believe in Jesus' love.  
  
I believe His Spirit, too, 
Comes to teach me what to do.   
 
I believe that I should be 
Kind and loving, Lord, like Thee.  Amen 
 
 
8. General Intercessions:  Pass the butterfly around and invite each child to offer a petition if 
they have one.   
 

9. Closing prayer   (Sign of the Cross)  Dear Jesus, we thank that you loved us 

so much that you gave your life for us. Help us to love one another as 
you have loved us. Amen. 

 



Conclude class by using this Litany:  
 
Leader:     Thank you, God, for loving us. 
Children:  Alleluia. 
Leader:     Thank you, God, for making each of us alive. 
Children:  Alleluia.  
Leader:    Peace be with you! 
Children:   And with your spirit!! 
 
Remind the children to listen during the rest of the Mass for the priest to say, “Peace be with 
you! Then they can respond “And with your spirit!” 

 
 

10. Return to the Assembly with a handout to take home.   
 
 

 
Note to 11 a.m. leaders: Please leave leftover handouts on the table near the chapel so other 
children may take them. 
 
 

 


