
 
Little Church                                  May 2, 2021              Fifth Sunday of Easter       Year B 
 
White cloth and candle, Butterfly 
 
(1. Dismissal from the Assembly) 
 
2. Welcome song:    Jesus Lives (# 11 on the CD Children of God) There is a copy of the 
words in the notebook.  This is new to the children but very short and easy.  You might want to 
do it twice instead of just once.   
 
3. Light the candle (white for Easter)   
 

4. Proclamation of the Gospel       John 15:5-8   p. 49 in the lectionary 
Jesus said, “I am the vine and you are the branches. When you are a part of me and I am living in you, you 

will do great things for God. But if you are cut off from me, you can do nothing. All those who do not stay 

part of me are like dried up branches that can only be gathered up and burned. But if you are a part of me and 

you live by my words, you may ask for whatever you want, and it will be done for you. When you do good 

deeds you show that you are my disciples, and you give honor and glory to God.” 

 

5. Reflection:  (In today’s Gospel Jesus compares himself to a vine and us to its branches. We 
grow and flourish if we stay connected to the vine, which is Jesus, and to each other, who are the 
branches and leaves on the vine.) 
 

a.  How many of you have at least one tree in your yard at home? (Raise hands) 
b. Do you know the names of any types of trees? (Don’t spend long on this; if they can’t come  
   up with any, tell them some – willow tree, oak tree, pecan tree… 
c.  Close your eyes and picture what it looks like outside when it is about to storm.  It gets very,  
    very windy and dark.  Now open your eyes. 
d. What is it like for the branches when it is very windy? What do they do? (They start to wave  
     and shake. Sometimes they break off.) 
e. Then is it hard to remain part of the solid tree?  (Yes)  What happens to them if they break  
    off?  (They die; or maybe they can be re-rooted but it takes a lot of work.) 
f.  Sometimes we have “winds” and “storms” in our lives, when we are afraid or worried, don’t  
     we? (Yes. Ask for a couple of examples) 
g. Does it help to know Jesus that is our friend and we are connected to him? (Yes!) 
h  In this gospel that we just heard, Jesus says, “I am the vine, and you are the branches.” He  
    means that He is like the solid tree trunk, and we are the branches.. If we stay attached to Him  
    and don’t let ourselves get broken off, we will be safe. And we will do good things for God!   
    Let’s all repeat what we learned in the gospel today: ‘ Jesus is the vine, and we are the   
    branches. ‘  (All repeat several times.) 

 
 
 



7. Response/Celebration of the scripture message   
 

Invite the children to dramatize Jesus’ words. Choose one child to be a tree 
and stand in a stationary position. Other children pretend to be attached to 
the tree as branches. 
 
When all of the branches are touching the tree, instruct the children to sway, 
as if there were a gentle breeze blowing. Suggest that the wind is picking up 
and then have them act out a strong wind. Repeat the sequence until 
everyone has had the chance to participate. 
 
 

8. Creed 
I believe in God above; 
I believe in Jesus' love.  
  
I believe His Spirit, too, 
Comes to teach me what to do.   
 
I believe that I should be 
Kind and loving, Lord, like Thee.  Amen 
 
 
9. General Intercessions:  Pass the butterfly around and invite each child to offer a petition if 
they have one.   
 
 

10. Closing prayer   (Sign of the Cross. Hail Mary, full of grace…. 
 
Conclude class by using this Litany:  
 
Leader:     Thank you, God, for raising Jesus to new life. 
Children:  Alleluia. 
Leader:     Thank you, God, for making each of us alive. 
Children:  Alleluia.  
Leader:    Peace be with you! 
Children:   And with your spirit!! 
 
Remind the children to listen during the rest of the Mass for the priest to say, “Peace be with 
you! Then they can respond “And with your spirit!” 

 
 

11. Return to the Assembly with a handout to take home.   



 
 

 
Note to 11 a.m. leaders: Please leave leftover handouts on the table near the chapel so other 
children may take them. 
 
 


